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MAY DAY 


may day 2001 


Groups around the world are gearing up for another day of anti-capitalist 
celebration on May 1. Below are reports on just some of the activities planned 
for Aotearoa. 
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may day in Wellington 

A number of Wellington activist groups, including the Wellington anar¬ 
chist group CEC (Committee for the Establishment of Civilisation), 
have been meeting to plan events for this year's May Day. The 
timetable is based loosely on last year's Carnival against Capitalism, 
which attracted several hundred participants. 

For more information, visit the Wellington Mayday Website 
at www.mayday2001.org/wellington or pop into the Peace & 

Environment Centre, Level 2, 126 Vivian St, Wellington. There 
are no regular office hours, although there is usually someone 
there in the afternoon. You can also phone the centre on (04) 

380-1613. 

WELLINGTON MAY DAY TIMETABLE 

12pm: (Meeting point #1] The Freedom Shop celebrates six 
years of anarchy at 272 Cuba St. Free food and drink 
available until just before 1.30pm when we depart for Cuba 
Mall. 

1pm: (Meeting point #2] Gather in the Quad at Victoria 
University. Depart for Cuba Mall at 1.10pm. 

1.30pm: Converge to the stage in Cuba Mall. Activities will 
include a "Globalisation Fashion Parade" organised by some 
Vic students to highlight the effects of “free" trade, sweatshops 
and the decimation of local industry. There will also be some 
street theatre about water privatisation organised by EcoAction 
and a residents coalition, and possibly some other theatre too. There will be 
music, so bring along your dancing shoes, poi, firestaff, drums and anything else 
you may need. 

3pm: Shut down Starmart! In Manners Mall. Starmart are trying to force small 
shops out of business by saturating the inner city with their look-alike shops. 
Kinda like the McDonald's of the corner store industry. Bring noise-making 
devices. 



To subscribe to Thr@U, send us your 
address along with a donation or stamps. 


nz anarchist/libertarian 
socialist contacts 

Auckland 

Class War, PO Box 78-104, Grey Lynn, 
Auddand 

e-mail: classwar@rome.com 
website: http://forward.to/CfassWar 

Third Eye Collective, 5/57 Park Rd., 

Grafton, Auckland 

email: euphemiak@yahoo.com or 

mbellard@ihug.co,f« 

website: http://www.geocities.com/ 

the_thrrd_eye_we bsite/ 

Wellington 

Committee for the Establishment of 
Civilisation, The State Adversary and the 
Freedom Shop, PO Box 9263, Te Aro, 
Wellington 

email: cec@mad.scientisf.com 
website: http://www.tao.ca/~cec 

libertarian Communists, c/- PO Box 
6387, Te Aro, Wellington 
e-mail: libcommies@yahoo.com 

Hamilton 

BORG, PO Box 9437, Hamilton 



3.30pm: Depart Manners Mall for a roving parade through 
the city to the government department/corporate HQ district 
of Lambton Quay. Arrive at Midland Park around 4pm. 

4.45pm: Arrive at the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Trade, 
40 The Terrace. Let them know what we think of the Singa¬ 
pore Free Trade Agreement and the proposed Hong Kong 
Free Trade Agreement. 


may day - a brief history 

D n 1886, two anarchists, Lucy and Albert Parsons, walked 
arm in arm with their children down Chicago's 
Michigan Avenue. They walked at the head of 80,000 
workers in the world's first ever May Day parade. At that 
moment, over 340,000 workers across the USA went on strike 
in support of the 8-hour day. 

The next day, Chicago police attacked peaceful strikers 
with guns and clubs, killing and wounding several. On May 3, 
Chicago anarchists led 6,000 striking lumberworkers to the 
aid of strikers at the McCormick Machine Co (now called 
International Harvester). Again the police attacked with no 
provocation, and again several strikers were killed or 
wounded. Outraged, the anarchists called a protest meeting 
for the next day at the Haymarket, urging workers to come 
armed. 

The meeting was peaceful, and a shower of rain sent 
away a lot of the crowd. When only 200 remained, the police 


email: borg@disinfo.net 
Christch urch 

Anarchist Round Table, PO Box 22-076, 

Christchurch 

email: 

anarchistroundtable@anarchist.com 



A big thank you to all the people 
who regularly send us money and 
stamps. However, to keep Thr@H 
going as a bimonthly publication, 
and to keep it free, we’re going to 
need more in the way of donations. 
So if you’re a regular reader and 
have been thinking of sending us 
some stamps or money, now is the 
time to ad! Send your donations to 
PO Box 22-076, Christchurch. 
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AMofl Workingmen ! 

MASSMEETING 

TO-NIMHT. «t 7.30 O'clock. 
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may day mayhem in 
london 




ondon police appear to have 
opened a propaganda 
campaign against this year's 
May Day demonstration with the 
eviction of a squatted social centre in 
Brodon. 


Reports in the capitalist press said 
200 cops, some in not gear, took part 
in the operation on March 3t. 
Construction eouiprnent was used to 
part .ally demolish tie building to 
prevent re-occupation. 

The Button Faktory had been 
operating as a cheap bar and cafe, 
and venue for punk and other gigs and 
for political meetings for nearly o year. 
The centre raised quite a bit of money 
for anarchist and other causes, and lots 
of people had some good times there. 

Press reports claimed thot the 
"secret training centre" was being 
used for "drilling 500 rioters" in 
preparation for attacks on police on 
May 1. 

Police were quoted claiming a 
"new radical organisation of anarchists 
is importing a frightening brand of 
continental style violence into British 
protests." 

Button Faktory organisers believe 
Ihe improvised body armour the cops 
claim to have found was a Ned Kelly 
outfit made for a fancy dress party at 
the Faktory some months previously. 
They also note that photos in the press 
show police kicking open a door that 
was never locked. 


- Sam Buchanan 


water bill 
payment strike 

D he Auckland based Water 

Pressure Group, which recently 
had several members arrested at 
Manukau City during a protest over 
wastewater charges in that suburb, is 
calling for an Auckland-wide boycott of 
all water bills. Previously, it called for the 
boycotting only of wastewater charges, 
so this latest move represents an upping 
of the ante on the part of the WPG. 

The WPG is a very interesting 
group. It is a very active and popular 
working class community based group 
which advocates - and practices - direct 
action against water privatisation. For 
example, the WPG often turns on water 
supplies to households that have been 
disconnected when they have refused to 


MAY DAY/NZ NEWS 


suddenly attacked. In the confusion, a 
bomb sailed through the air, and 
exploded among the police, killing one 
and wounding seventy. In reply, the 
police opened fire, killing four and 
wounding others. 

In the hysterical aftermath, there 
were many calls in the mainstream 
media for the "violent handling of all 
anarchists and other such traitors". One 
description of anarchists was "... long 
haired, wild eyed, bad smelling, 
atheistic, reckless foreign wretches, who 
never did an honest hour's work in their 
lives, but who, driven half-crazy with 
years of oppression (before coming to 
the Land of the Free) and mad with envy 
of the rich..." 


In the days that followed, eight 
anarchists were arrested and charged in 
relation to the bomb. Five were 
sentenced to hang, and the other three 
received prison sentences. On Novem¬ 
ber 11, 1886, Parsons, Spies, Fischer and 
Engels were hung. Ling had committed 
suicide in his cell the night before, rather 
than allow the State to take his life. 

It has never been discovered who 
threw the bomb at the police, but it was 
certainly not any of the eight convicted 
for it: six of them were not even there at 
the time! Six years later, the State 
Governor released the three survivors 
from jail, admitting that there had never 
been any evidence to show they were 
guilty, or the other five. 


Christchurch - bosses of the world, unite! 


shadowy group in Christchurch 
(rumoured to have links with local 
anarchist group the Anarchist 
Round Table) is bucking tradition this 
year and organising a celebration of 
capitalism on May Day. 

Posters have appeared around 
town urging bosses to "reclaim May Day 
from the lazy workers, who are doing 
nothing with it". 

Bosses and workers alike are 
being invited to join a Reverend 
Lovebucks in a worship of the almighty 


dollar and the invisible hand of the free 
ma rket. 

Organisers will also be giving 
away free money and urging people to 
spend up large, as we all know that 
more consumption on the part of the 
wealthy is the key to eliminating poverty 
and providing meaningful employment 
for all. 

Festivities are due to get under 
way at 12 noon at the amphitheatre on 
the corner of Cashel Mall and High 
Street. 



pay their charges. Importantly, the WPG 
is showing, yet again, that working class 
politics should not be solely organised 
around the workplace. As resistance to 
things like the Poll Tax in Britain shows, 
working class politics need also to be 
organised at the local community level 
to be successful. 

As well, the resistance against 
water privatisation is often seen on the 
traditional left as a simple choice 
between state control ("public" owner¬ 
ship) and private control (capitalist 
ownership). In this case, this view is a 
little simplistic. The WPG group is not 
only attacking privatisation but is 
defending one of the last remnants of 
communism in our capitalist society. In 
Auckland water used to be provided for 
free, and people could take as they 
needed. This, as a famous dead 
anarchist Peter Kropotkin always pointed 
out, was (and still is in the majority of 


New Zealand/Aotearoa) a living 
example of communism within our 
exploitative society. Kropotkin thought 
anarchist communism was a living trend 
within our society, and viewed from this 
perspective, the current fight against 
capitalist control of water takes on new 
meanings. We need to defend - and 
expand — communist practices in our 
society to show an anarchist communist 
society is possible, feasible and desir¬ 
able! Imagine if not only water but 
everything was for free... 

If anybody can help out with the 
WPG, the WPG would be only too happy 
to hear from you, especially as they 
seem to be strapped for cash at the 
moment. You can e-mail them at 
enquires@water-pressure-group.org.nz 
or mail them at PO Box 19764 Avondale 
Auckland. The Water Pressure website is 
at: www.water-pressure-group.org.nz/ 
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NEW ZEALAND 


neo-liberal globalisation and the 
tino rangatiratanga movement 


"Eight thousand dollars! Eight thousand fuckin' dollars! 

That's what I owe the Government to learn my own 
language....the language they stole from my parents!" 

- a Maori student on the student loans scheme 

NEO-LIBERAL GLOBALISATION.... 

WHAT' S THAT CUZ? 

"....what the Right offers is to turn the world into one big mall 
where they can buy Indians here, women there ...." 

- Subcomandante Marcos 1996 

A PEC, GATT, MAI, NAFTA, WTO, IMF, globalisation, 
privatisation, neo-liberalism, neo-colonisation...I am 
trying to resist giving you definition upon definition of 
these neo-liberal acronyms, -ations and -isms that have been 
bombarding the world since it took this new liberal economic 
spin and trying to focus on what this all means for Tino 
Rangatiratanga. 

When I talk about globalisation I'm not talking about the 
"global village" where we are all holding hands in a virtual 
cyber-world contemplating the assassination of JFK ( for the 
record I think it was Kevin Costner) for, sure, there are some 
benefits to globally becoming more politically and socially 
interdependent. Instead, the globalisation that I'll be ranting on 
is just one type of globalisation called neo-liberal globalisation, 
nicely explained by Renato Ruggerio, ex-Head-Goon of the 
World Trade Organisation, when he said: "We are creating a 
single global economy". This notion of a single global economy 
is underpinned by an economic theory called neo-liberalism. 

To kick off, I guess we need some kind of definition of what 
neo-liberalism is. So instead of hiring a neo-liberal economist 
to define for us what neo-liberalism is (they're all sucking up to 
Mike Moore for a job at the WTO) and to keep it quick I'm 
going to paraphrase a few basic points that I nicked off the net. 

Basically "neo" means new. "Liberalism" comes from the 
liberal school of economics which became famous in 18th 
century Europe when Adam Smith, an English economist, along 
with others advocated the abolition of government intervention 
in economic matters. No restrictions on manufacturing, no 
barriers to commerce, no tariffs, he said; free trade was the 
best way for a nation's economy to develop. Human beings are 
rationally economic units and the free market is a rationally 
operating framework within which perfect competition exists. 
Such ideas were "liberal" in the sense of no controls. This 
application of individualism encouraged "free" enterprise, 


"free" competition - which came to mean free for the capitalists 
to make huge profits as they wished. 

Around the world, neo-liberalism has been imposed by 
powerful financial institutions like the International Monetary 
Fund (IMF), the World Bank and the nasty WTO (World Trade 
Organisation). This new form of global capitalism is dangerous. 
The popular concept of nation-states exercising sovereignty on 
behalf of the national interest and of the interests of the various 
groups residing within their borders is being heavily challenged 
by the locating of economic power within transnational 
corporations whose wealth exceeds that of many countries. The 
architects and beneficiaries of this global capitalist order are 
powerful businessmen, heads of transnational corporations who 
also sit in powerful positions of influence within 
powerful governments. ~7s 

TINO RANGATIRATANGA.... ! J 

WHAT’ S THAT AGAIN? Ytl H 

"Ka whawhai tonu matou ake ake ake " (We will jy 
fight on forever, ever and eve/) LL 

- Rewi Maniapoto 1864 

Maori have a long tradition of struggle and resistance against 
colonisation and the Crown sponsored theft of Maori land and 
resources. This tradition is rooted in conflicts over the Treaty of 
Waitangi, Maori resistance in the "Land Wars", inspired by the 
prophet warriors Titokowaru and Te Kooti Arikirangi, the 
philosophies of Te Whiti and Tohu Kakahi, the strategies of the 
Kingitanga, the resilience of Rua Kenana, the foresight of 
Ratana, and those countless ancestors whose blood soaks this 
land. 

In the modern context this tradition has been held up by 
new groups and individuals such as Nga Tamatoa, WAC 
(Waitangi Action Committee), Te Kawariki, Black Women, Te 
mana motuhake o Tuhoe, Te Kawau Maro (the list goes on and 
on) who in turn drove and were inspired by such events as the 
occupations of Bastion Point (Takaparawha), the Land March 
and the countless marches on Waitangi, resistance to the 
infamous fiscal envelope and the occupations it set off 
(Pakaitore, Takahue, etc.), the establishment of the Tuhoe 
Embassy, the occupations at Waikaremoana, and resistance to 
the MAI and Singapore FTA. The tradition of struggle has 
become the Tino Rangatiratanga movement. 

There are many different meanings for Tino 
Rangatiratanga and the concept itself is part of a rich and 
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ongoing debate in Maori society. The word "tino" is an 
intensifier and the word "rangatiratanga" broadly speaking 
relates to the exercise of "chieftainship". Its closest English 
translation is self-determination - although many also refer to it 
as "absolute sovereignty" or Maori independence. Such a 
concept embraces the spiritual link Maori have with 
Papatuanuku (Earth Mother) and is a part of the international 
drive by indigenous people for self determination. 

SO WHAT' S TINO RANGATIRATANGA GOT 
TO DO WITH NEO-LIBERAL 
GLOBALISATION? 

"....its just a different version of the same old 
cavalry" 

- a Native American Activist 

Understanding the impact of globalisation on 
indigenous peoples can be best explained in terms 
of colonisation (for this indigenous person at least!). 

The first wave of colonisation was undertaken by 
colonial powers such as Britain, France, Portugal, 

Spain and Holland. They were caught up in the 
development of a new capitalist system which was 
expanding on a global scale in search of new 
sources of raw materials, cheap labour (either slave or 
indentured labour) and new markets for the goods produced by 
capitalists at the centre of the empire. The second wave of 
colonisation and capitalist expansion has been pushed by 
transnational companies and corporates supported and 
regulated by international mafia rackets like the WTO, World 
Bank and IMF. So in the same way that the colonisation of 
Aotearoa was a part of a global process of capitalist expansion 
based on the destruction of the territorial and cultural integrity 
of the indigenous populations, neo-liberal globalisation is that 
same process carried out by transnational corporations and 
neo-liberal institutions, but this time it will impact upon the 
indigenous and non-indigenous alike. 

For indigenous peoples struggling for liberation this 
means there are two waves of colonisation to fight. The first 
wave of colonisation has left the indigenous amongst the most 
disenfranchised, disempowered and dispossessed groups on the 
planet. This is well documented. The object of deliberate 
genocide, tens of thousands, hundreds of thousands of indig¬ 
enous people have died during our time in the struggle to 
retain the right to live on and care for their territories to which 
they not only depend for survival but also have ancient, deeply- 
held spiritual and genealogical connections. 

Not surprisingly, in this context the "fiscal envelope" and 
the fiasco around the Sealords deal was not about restitution 
for unjust deeds done to Maori but rather a shoddy attempt to 
get rid of any semblance of Treaty rights that Maori had in 
lands, fisheries, rivers, so that New Zealand could waltz into 
the "free" market. After all any economic resource (land or 
otherwise) is very commercially unattractive when it seems that 
another party may actually own it! What silly hua would buy it? 
Of course, this didn't stop some Maori who, like their buddies in 
big business, wanted to become global players in this "free" 
market. So by cashing in on the momentum created by Tino 
Rangatiratanga advocates, this Maori elite cashed in genera¬ 
tions of Maori for only a small fraction of what the land, 
fisheries and other resources were worth (and for some Maori 
assigning a monetary value to Papatuanuku orTangaroa is 
obscene). 

These "corporate warriors" (truly the funniest thing since 
the chicken crossed the road) monkeyed the Pakeha capitalists 
which led them to turn tribes into corporate companies (for our 
benefit we're told — but not with our permission!). All of this 
was done without mandate and in real dodgy ways. The 
settlements that they sought saw the gains and successes 
achieved by those who fought the first wave of colonization 
negotiated, cashed up and wiped away. The settled amounts 
they got from the Government are minuscule and will only end 
up benefiting a small sector of Maori society, the elites in Maori 
society. 


Maori nationalism alone is not enough any more to win 
the struggle against the continued alienation of our lands, 
language and culture. We need to be internationalists. 
Unfortunately, not all Maori are part of this kaupapa. These 
corporate warriors and tribal capitalists have been pursuing the 
expansion of their own asset bases, and enriching themselves at 
the expense of the vast majority of Maori. They have a self 
interest in neo-liberal globalisation, and they share the profit- 
seeking mentality that characterises the multi-national compa¬ 
nies. The struggle of ordinary Maori for Tino Rangatiratanga is 
also the struggle against these tribal capitalists. 


WEAVING THE FABRIC OF GLOBAL 
RESISTANCE - WE’ RE NOT DONE! 

“We do not want your charity, we do not want your loans. Those 
in the North have to understand our struggle and to realise H is 
also part of their own. Everywhere the rich are getting richer, 
the poor poorer, and the environment is being plundered. 
Whether in the North or South, we face the same future... 
Globalisation should mean we want to globalise human society, 
not business. Life is not business ." 

- A farmer from Karnataka, India 

The same year (1994) the NZ government launched its neo¬ 
liberal attempt to kill off indigenous rights via the "fiscal 
envelope," the North American Free Trade Agreement 
(NAFTA) came into effect, and two thousand indigenous people 
from several groups came out from the mountains and forests. 
Masked, armed and calling themselves Zapatistas, their battle 
cry was "Ya Basta" - "Enough is Enough". These masked rebels 
were not only demanding like us that their own land and lives 
be given back; they were talking about neo-liberalism, about 
the "death sentence" that NAFTA and other free trade agree¬ 
ments would impose on indigenous people. They were 
demanding the dissolution of power while encouraging others 
all over the world to take on the fight against the enclosure of 
our lives by capital. "Don't join us - do it yourself" was their 
message. 

Working and networking with others does not mean that 
we give up our own autonomy and sovereignty (get oft the 
grass!). Rebuilding our tikanga, iwitanga and haputanga is no 
one's business but ours! (Self-determination is about us 
determining ourselves). It's about recognising that we are not 
the only people facing neo-liberal globalisation and that it will 
manifest itself in the context of numerous diverse societies. 

Being able to share and exchange experiences and strategies 
and build upon common strategies is what internationalism is 
about. It's about recognising that Maori society doesn't exist in 
its own societal cocoon but rather that a commonality of 
struggle exists with other peoples, movements, and groups 
across the globe. The mobilisations against the MAI (the 
Multilateral Agreement on Investment) are a good example of 
how Maori have networked, worked, and struggled as part of 
an international dynamic. Wahine Maori led the charge to end 
the MAI negotiations here in Aotearoa, stopping it in its tracks. 

The key message here is to act locally while thinking 
globally, recognising that there are numerous other groups 
fighting the same issues. It's all about getting active and doing 
it for ourselves. 

See you on the streets! 

Aotearoa Educators 







direct action gets results! 
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decided tf>at ft was too much of an uphill; 
struggle to try to rcssurect TSA as a 
regularly oppcaring mogazine, and the 
decision was made to shelve the project 
for the time being. This is not to say that 
TSA won't appear again in the future, 
but we won't ask you to wait with baited 
breath. Instead, we will be contributing 
to ThrtZpH, as we feel that it is doing a 
good job in regards to appearing on a 


regular basis and presenting news and 
views from an anarchist perspective. 

Some articles from back issues of 
TSA can be viewed at the CEC website 
at www.tao.ca/- cec/. We still huve n 
few copies of TSA back issues. Send us 
an A4 sired envelope with a 90c. stamp 
and we'll send you what we huve. 
TSA/PO. Box 9263/Te Aro/Wellington. 

- Ross (for TSA Collective) 


R eaders of Thrt§>ll may have 
noted that il has been more 
than one year since the last 
issue (#30) of long-running anarchist 
magazine The State Adversary 
appeared. 

After much deliberation, the 
remainder of the TSA collective 


rom cleaners to casino workers, beneficiaries to students, people around the 
country are proving that there’s nothing like good old direct action to get what 
you want from the bosses. Anarchists have always advocated direct action 

e it encourages people to work together cooperatively and enables them to 
=ir grievances directly to the people responsible rather than rely on interme- 
like politicians and union bureaucrats. For this reason, direct action is 
jly empowering for those involved. What’s more, as the stories below show, it 


victory for sky city casino work* 

R ecently hundreds of workers at Auckland's Sty Ctly <^< 
direct action against their employers by refusing to p 


locked out cleaners win 


A bout 100 cleaners at Wellington hospitals 
were locked out in early March. Spotless 
Services, which employs the cleaners, is an 
Australian company which has a reputation for 
union busting. Spotless was attempting to reduce 
job security. The cleaners disagreed, and so 
Spotless locked them out. 

However, the company did not bargain for 
the reception it received. There were spirited, 
noisy, well-attended and well-supported daily 
pickets outside Wellington hospitals; there was 
widespread solidarity from workers inside the 
hospitals, who made life difficult for the scab 
labour Spotless brought in to replace the 
cleaners. As a result, the lockout was lifted after a 
’few days. 

Spotless and the cleaners reached a deal 
in which the cleaners gained a 4% pay increase 
and retained job security. 


A Wellington student who broke a window and chained himself to a 
pillar at a WINZ office last November was discharged without 
conviction recently after a district court judge said he acted after 
"extreme provocation". 

David Gibb, a student and father of five, took the action after WINZ 
refused to pay his student allowance for more than a month. He said he 
could no longer feed his children properly. 

"I expressed very clearly how desperate we were and when I spoke 
to the next person it was a case of expressing it all over again," said Gibb. 

WINZ accepted it did not manage Gibb's case properly, but in a 
statement said, "Although we have offered an apology we don't condone Mr 
Gibb's behaviour, which created fear and apprehension among staff and 


wo of the activists on trial in Wellington as a 
result of last September's S26 protest have 
had the charges 


against them withdrawn. 
One had been charged with wilful damage for 
placing a sticker on a bank window. The other had 
been charged with disorderly behaviour likely to 
incite violence for informing a policeman, "We 
have a right to protest, fucker!" 

Six others still face a range of charges, 
including trespass, assaulting a police officer and 
escaping police custody. 

The prosecution wound up its case on April 
4. The defence lawyer has asked that the judge 
dismiss the case, partly due to the lack of disclosure 
by the police of key evidence. The judge is due to 
give her decision on whether the case should 
proceed or noton May 16. 


4. When almost dry mark type and date on back 
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pga aotearoa meeting 

"Ma to rourou, ma taku rourou ka ora te iwi" 

(By your contribution and by my contribution the people will be well.) 

n March 18 Aotearoa Educators (AE!) and Wellington anarchist group the 
Committee for the Establishment of Civilisation (CEC) held an open 
meeting to discuss setting up a New Zealand branch of Peoples Global 
Action (PGA). A diverse range of activists attended, representing Tino 
Rangatiratanga, animal rights, anarchism, socialism, trade unionism, and the 
peace movement, to name but a few. 

The meeting began with a background report by Tino Rangatiratanga 
advocates who had been involved with PGA at the global level since February 
1998, when peoples movements from all continents met in Geneva and launched 
a worldwide coordination of resistance against the global market. This alliance of 
struggle and mutual support was named the Peoples Global Action against "Free" 
Trade and the World Trade Organisation. It gave rise to the anti-MAI campaign 
and the Global Days of Action. 

There was discussion on whether we needed a PGA Aotearoa. It was 
explained that the PGA is not an organisation, and so PGA Aotearoa would not be 
involved in recruiting members and swallowing them into some broad activist 
bureaucracy. Instead, it would be about networking between individuals and 
groups in a way that would not impinge on group autonomy. It would be about 
providing political space where groups and individuals can come together to 
realise commonalities and push forward on common goals. Its intention would be 
to strengthen links between movements across the country so that we are more 
fully prepared for neoliberal resistance. It would also put us in contact and in sync 
with the anti-globalisation movement around the planet. 

Attendees expressed support for this proposition. It was agreed that those 
present were committed to the PGA Aotearoa and working towards united actions. 
Setting up a PGA Aotearoa may take a lot of energy, so we agreed that Wellington 
based groups would come together and work on global resistance for May Day as 
a first step towards working together under a PGA umbrella. 

After May Day we will meet again to discuss what happened on May Day, 
talk about our hallmarks and then invite activists and flax/grass/taro roots groups 
from around Aotearoa to network together and create a PGA Aotearoa. 

For those interest in working on activities for May Day, we are meeting on 
Mondays at 7pm at the Peace and Environment Centre, Trades Hall, 126 Vivian St, 
Wellington. 

Those interested in being involved in a PGA Aotearoa should contact 
Aotearoa Educators (AE!) at tino-rangatiratanga-owner@yahoogroups.com or the 
Committee for the Establishment of Civilisation (CEC) at cec@madscientist.com. 


waterfront dispute continues 
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Down the place where I work, 
some one new's taken on the role of boss. 
Coming in with new business schemes, 
talking down like they got the rule of us. 

Down the place where I work, 
they change the name, increase the load. 
Following some American model, 
at business school where they were shown. 

And though I get shit wages, 
doesn't mean I am shit. 

A clever plan modelled on paper, 
doesn't mean it will fit. 

Down the place where I work, 
administration likes to stick its nose. 
Though it doesn't know what we do, 
it likes to fix things as it goes. 


he long-running dispute between South Island wharfies and wood industry 
giant Carter Holt Harvey (CHH) continues. As reported in the last issue of 
Thr@H, CHH is attempting to introduce on-call, casual labour to replace 
the unionised, largely permanent workers who have until recently loaded their 
logs onto ships. 

In early April, police decided to stop sending in squads to "monitor" protests 
at Port Nelson over the loading of CHH ships. The police had been using "flying 
wedges" made up of members of Wellington's Strategic Response Group (ie riot 
cops) to escort scab labour through the picket lines, but according to a local 
commander, the police had "had enough" after three months of protests. 

Despite this apparent victory, union leaders in Nelson have shown little 
desire to take the initiative by upping the ante. Apart from one incident in which 
wharfies got close enough to a group of scabs loading a ship to pelt them with 
eggs, its been pretty much business as usual. 

Meanwhile, union leaders in the umbrella Council of Trade Unions (CTU) 
called a joint union meeting in Rotorua on March 14 to discuss the union response 
to the dispute. Participants were sworn to secrecy about what decisions were made 
at the meeting, although it is understood these involve more "networking" 
between unions and more union outreach to local communities — to be coordi¬ 
nated by a small committee set up under the CTU! 

It is clear that community support for the wharfies is strong in Nelson, and 
that many workers are keen to go beyond the largely "symbolic" pickets weVe seen 
to date. With the police gone, the conditions are ideal for a real grass roots 
campaign of direct action against CHH and their lackeys. But this would see union 
bosses lose control of the protests, something they obviously want to avoid at all 
costs. 



Down the place where I work, 
when the union talk, it's like a joke. 

Because the company send in consultants, 
and they're the group who go for broke. 

You work cos you've got a need, 
rent each week, families to feed. 

A massive debt from student fees, 
or you like to buy things nice. 

If you're out of work, still to pay. 

All the benefit bashing on call in shows 
each day. 

Threat of a rut, need to live and play. 
Hardship's a fertile ground for illegal ways. 

Down the place where I work, 
the work load makes people sick. 

This morning when I woke, I needed a rest, 
so I phoned in crook. 

Down the place where I work, 
people like to play their power games. 
Pretend to be someone else's boss. 

I prefer to see different skills, 
but you're all the same. 
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glimpses of an 
alternative society 

an encounter with the 
Spanish anarchists (part 3) 

This is the last of three extracts from Werner Droeschcr's Towards an Alternative 
Society dealing with the author’s experiences in Spain during the Revolution and 
Civil War of 1936-9. In the last episode, Droescher was sent to the front, where he 
had his first real encounter with the anarchists. 


O ne day some of our POUM group 
visited the Durruti column and 
were so greatly impressed by its 
efficient organization and spirit that they 
decided to join up with it. Thus our 
group fell to pieces. It had been indeed 
an incongruous group with the individu¬ 
als holding divergent ideas about 
politics, a situation which one often finds 
in left-left splinter groups. There was a 
lot of talk about "revolution". Particularly 
the Hungarians and Italians were 
obsessed by the word. It must have been 
the heritage of Bakunin, who had been 
the apostle of revolution in those 
countries. 

However, in spite of the difference 
of opinion we got on reasonably well, 
although sometimes in our mini¬ 
meetings the discussions - held in a 
variety of broken French - became 
rather heated so that I, as the elected 
delegate of the group, found it difficult to 
impede physical confrontation. Our 
quarters were in the stable and house of 
an elderly couple, who lived there with 
their grown-up son. I often wondered 
what they might have thought when they 
watched out heated discussions. The 
food was supplied to us every day, which 
we cooked on an open fire on the yard. 
There was a comical incident when we 
were given a live goose, but none of the 
bloodthirsty revolutionaries was 
prepared to kiii it. We were in the 
middle of a lengthy palaver when, 
without saying a word, the Swiss 
grabbed the goose and chopped its head 
off. 

My wife G. [Greville Texidor], or 
rather, "companera", which was the 
usual name for a life-companion among 
the Anarchists, had meanwhile enrolled 
in the militia, and had joined me after 
tremendous difficulties in finding our 
location. We became part of one of the 
Anarchist Centurias in La Zaida after the 
other members of the original POUM 
group had departed. The Centuria was 
called "Aguiluchos de las Corts", "Eagles 
of las Corts", which consisted mainly of 
workers, tram drivers and conductors of 
the tram depot of Las Corts, a suburb of 
Barcelona, who had formed the two 
centurias spontaneously when the 
streetfighting in Barcelona was over. 


They had set out towards Zaragoza to 
liberate comrades there. 

They were kind-hearted men and 
had little preparation or inclination for 
military life as rf was then developing. 
They were - like most Anarchists - 
competent urban guerrilla-fighters and 
had contributed to the victory in 
Barcelona, but found it difficult to adapt 
themselves to their present situation and 
military exigencies. The French com¬ 
rades of the POUM group, who had all 
done their military service, had in¬ 
structed me in some of the basic military 
skills - how to manipulate a rifle and the 
heavy Hotchkiss machine gun, which was 
a standard weapon of the Spanish Army, 
of which we had a number. The "loyal" 
Captain Zamora, who was in charge of 
the artillery battery in the neighbouring 
village, sometimes came to give us all 
further instructions. Thus I 
acquired the rudiments of a 
military training. 

With several centurias 
from neighbouring villages, 
we feigned an attack on 
Quinto, probably to find out 
whether we could operate 
as a battalion. We gave 
cover to an artillery 
bombardment of Quinto, and got into 
the middle of the counter-fire. Other¬ 
wise we stood guard, constructed 
defensive trenches. In the evenings we 
tried to persuade the peasants of the 
village to form an agricultural collective. 
We bathed in the Ebro, naked, as the 
Anarchists were against all sexual 
prudishness, and they respected the 
honour of the "companeras", who could 
likewise bathe naked without being 
molested. 

One day an elderly woman 
appeared in La Zaida, to whom we were 
introduced, being the only English- 
speaking comrades. It was Emma 
Goldman, the legendary fighter for 
Anarchism, who took part in the struggle 
with great enthusiasm although she was 
then in her sixty-seventh year. We met 
this dynamic person again in Barcelona 
and later, after the war, in London, 
where she endeavoured to rescue as 
many comrades from the concentration 
camps in France as she could, and to 


bring them to England. We were very 
impressed by her personality, her 
untiring work for the cause. 

As I was experiencing the 
communal life of the Anarchists, I 
reached more and more the conclusion 
that a communal life free from authori¬ 
tarian direction was possible, even if the 
group was large. This was corroborated 
when we were sent to Barcelona to be 
part of a larger militia unit which was 
assembled there. It was organised by the 
brothers Roselli and Italian Anarchists. 
The brothers Roselli were Italian 
academics who had fled from Mussolini's 
Fascist regime, and who were in 
sympathy with Anarchism. They were 
later murdered by the Italian Secret 
Service while travelling in the South of 
France. 

While in Barcelona we lived with 
an Anarchist family in Las Corts and 
could observe closely how the Anarchists 
had organised the life of the whole 
quarter on the basis of voluntary 
cooperation, of "mutual aid", to use 
Kropotkin's term. We already knew that 
the whole network of urban transport, 
trams, buses, underground, had been put 
back into operation by the workers a few 
days after the street fighting had died 
down, without the aid of directors and 
bosses. Here in Las Corts we saw how 
the distribution of food and clothing was 
handled by the local syndicates. The 
schools, too, were reorganised on 
libertarian principles. We were full of 
admiration for the women who, in the 
absence of their menfolk at the Front, 
had taken over the administrative work 
without 
complaining, 
sS with a 
tranquil 
cheerfulness, 
which seems 
to be 

engendered 
by a 
successful 

revolution. 

Women had the same rights as 
men in the theory of Anarchism, and 
their status on Las Corts proved that this 
was also an actual reality. Although the 
Anarchists did not believe in officially 
sanctioned marriage, many couples lived 
together, indistinguishable from couples 
blessed by state or church. The words 
used to denote their partners, 
"companero" and "companera" were 
nicely neutral terms, and substituted 
effectively for the terms "marido" and 
"esposa", with their strongly bourgeois 
connotations. 

One evening we were invited to a 
"banquet" which took place in the back 
room of a vegetable shop belonging to 
one of the "companeros". He was a 
vegetarian, and wanted to prove to us 
that one can eat lavishly at a meal 
composed only of fruits and vegetables. 

It was a curious happening when one 
thinks of the image of the sinister bomb¬ 
throwing Anarchist still so prevalent. 







